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1. Introduction  
 
 
This is the second newsletter of the EducaRUE  project (Energy Efficiency Paths in Educational 
Buildings). EducaRUE is an European Commission co-financed project, in the framework of 
Energy Intelligent Europe programme. It aims at improving energy performance in the building 
sector at local level and with particular attention to educational buildings. Its specific aim is to 
speed up the implementation of European Directive on Energy Efficiency in Buildings in the 
Member States and at local government level, by promoting the ability of local players to guide and 
orient initiatives designed to encourage energy saving through the implementation of specific 
measures and integrated tools. The use of planning and programming tools, as well as reward and 
support schemes, will be harmonized via a process of cooperation and coordination involving local 
government players.  
�
Expected results: 
 

- development of actions for encouraging the use of sustainable energy through the 
development of Local Energy Plans, based on environmentally friendly criteria;  

- definition of a model of environmentally friendly energy management for public 
buildings;  

- strengthening the role of local authorities in the implementation of European and 
National legislation;  

- strengthening the awareness of local players and public institutions in regards to the 
use of sustainable energy as a result of both strong project actions (technical 
intervention), and “soft” actions  through communication and dissemination 
activities;  

- increase the adoption of environmentally friendly behaviour by developing and 
updating technical competence of operators within the energy management sector, 
through the involvement of all partners in joint actions that include the organization 
of training courses developed by the project at local level.  

 
2. Second Assembly meeting in London  

 
The second EducaRUE partner Assembly has been held in London, the 4th and the 5th September 
hosted by the partner Energy Solutions North West London. The project officer of the European 
Commission, Mr Timothée Noel was present for the meeting.  
The meeting represented an important opportunity for partners to update one another on the 
activities carried out in the preceding months and to agree upon future activities. Starting from 
October 2008 two important activities of the project will start: training courses (addressed to 
technicians, building companies, installers, schools) and activities relating to the improvement of 
financial incentive mechanisms and procedural tools.  
Beside the description of these two activities, the Province of Perugia illustrated the results 
collected so far related to activities that analysed barriers to EPBD directive (Energy Performance 
of Buildings Directive) implementation. The partners discussed together the parameters that needed 
to be defined prior to the selection of a “school building” that will be used as experimental building 
for the next steps of the project (training, energy audit, executive project preparation).  
An important role during the meeting, was the discussion regarding future communication and 
dissemination activities. The Province of Potenza demonstrated the new EducaRUE web site 
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(www.educarue.eu) available now online, by explaining to partners the role and function that the 
web page will have, in particular the Intranet system that will allow them a continuous dialogue and 
exchange of technical views on the implementation of the project. Intranet will be used for the 
exchange of technical advice on the activities and will be used to update the progress of the project. 
Each partner will contribute to the enrichment of these pages. The Province of Potenza also showed 
the draft of the project brochure.  
The project officer Timothée Noel described to partners the European framework in which 
EducaRUE project is integrated.   
The project is part of the objectives of new European Commission strategy “20 20 by 2020” 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/index_en.htm that has as main objectives:  

- 20% less greenhouse gas emissions 
- 20% better energy efficiency 
- 20% share of renewable in the energy mix 

 
The partners agreed that the next project meeting will be held in Zaragoza, Spain, on the 12th and 
13th March 2009.  
 
 
 

 
 
Partner Assembly meeting, London, September 2008  
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3. Update on activities  

 
3.1. EducaRUE web site is online   

 

 
 
Since September the Internet web site EducaRUE www.educarue.eu has been online. The website 
will showcase the project displaying useful information on the development of the project, both 
from the technical and administrative point of view. The website also foresees an Intranet section in 
which partners can communicate and discuss technical issues linked to the project implementation 
activities.  
The website is in English with some short sections in Italian, Spanish and German. On the pages all 
updated information on project activities will be accessible as well as all the communication 
materials (brochure, newsletter, news, etc).  
 
Visit our web:  
www.educarue.eu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3.2 Focus WP 2 “Analysis of barriers and test definition”   
 
The Work Package 2 “Analysis of barriers and test definition”, started in February 2008, and has 

as its main objective the identification  of progress of the EPBD implementation through a constant 
and systematic  analysis, at local level, while also considering it within the regional and national 
context, and to identify the main non-technological obstacles to the implementation of the Directive 
at local level. 

With the aim of achieving these results, the Province of Perugia, the responsible partner, has 
prepared a document containing indications regarding the examination of the state of 
implementation of the Directive, both at local level and at national level. In particular, the data 
requested concerned the following aspects:  

- the status of implementation of the EPBD (with particular regard to any legislative 
provisions and government regulations necessary for the Directive implementation, 
and to their effective application capability);  

- identification of competent subjects for the implementation of the Directive;  
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- the level of knowledge that the public administration and the technicians of the 
building sector, both private and public, have of the Directive;  

- implementation of necessary measures to provide information for buildings users, 
related to methods and practices aimed at the improvement of energy efficiency;  

- obstacles to the implementation of the Directive, such as: lack of information for the 
operators of the sector and  for the citizens, lack of technical competence, knowledge 
and experts, lack of transparency in certification, financial incentives for the 
procedure etc.  

Currently the collection of task reports is almost concluded.  
An important added value of this project is the fact that the majority of the partners are responsible 
for the maintenance and management of a large number of educational buildings (in some cases 
over 100) in the territory of their competence.  

Another key action of this activity is the identification, within the properties of the Province / 
area, of a school building suitable (one for each area) to be used as example for developing the next 
experimental phases of the project and for the application of the EPBD directive. The Province has 
asked all partners, through an informative questionnaire, a series of questions with the aim of 
identifying some features typical of school buildings within the involved territories.   

On the basis of the collected information, a selection methodology has been realised. This 
methodology needs the collection of quantitative and qualitative information on the characteristics 
of each school institute, on the energy consumption of buildings and on the technical interventions 
realised. The main selection criteria are constituted by the energy index for the heating consumption  
CIH. Other selection criteria are: school typology and construction characteristics; the significance 
at local level of the building (if it is central, if it is well-known); replicability and comparability can 
be criteria used for choosing the model in view of its future function as a “reference” example of 
sustainable energy management for citizens.  
 
3.3 Focus WP 3 “Development of technical skills”  
 
The WP 3 activity “development of technical skills”, which the Province of Potenza is responsible 
for, started in October.  The aim of this Work Package is to transmit basic knowledge and to develop 
technical skills within each area involved. These objectives will be achieved through the 
arrangement of projects and the illustrative implementation of training and updating of skills 
addressed to students, professional technicians who perform their work in the building sector, to 
government entities that contribute to the adoption of acts of regulation and control of local 
construction and to installers and companies operating in the energy sector.  
The project foresees the development of four national workshops (to be held respectively in Italy, 
Germany, Spain, United Kingdom) organised with the general objective of defining a common 
orientation for the training courses addressed to professional figures, by answering the needs raised 
in the local areas involved and by ensuring the updating of the skills of operators working within 
energy sector (technicians, professionals, installers etc)  
The four workshops will be held between December 2008 and January 2009   
 

6. Project Check-it-out  
 
Check it Out! is an European project co-funded by the European Union under the Intelligent 
energy-Europe Programme. The goal of the project is checking and improving the energy 
performance of schools. Besides this goal the project aims at spreading experiences accross Europe. 
The project involves partners from Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, Spain and the Netherlands.  
Within this project the partners will investigate the energy performance of schools in their country 
through performing energy audits. These audits will lead to advice to the schools on how to 
improve their energy performance. These advice will be both technical and organisational. 
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Afterwards we will also support the schools with really implementing the advice, which is even 
more important than only giving the advice. Besides this technical part, the project partners will 
also introduce educational programs in the participating schools to get the pupils and teachers 
actively involved in the programme by informing them about energy saving and climate change. 
Finally this project will lead to a so called "best-practice-model" on how to improve the energy 
performance of schools across Europe. We will spread this model across the European Union. 
 
Goals 
The overall objectives of the project Check it out! are to: 

1. Support actors responsible for the renovation of schools to implement energy saving 
measures and improve the energy performance of the buildings (105 school buildings in the 
five partner countries).  

2. Develop a best-practice support model for effectively assisting the implementation of energy 
saving measures in schools buildings in Europe.   

3. Create a common educational approach that involves pupils in addressing the potential of 
energy saving in their school environment, their neighbourhood and at home.  

4. Spread the best-practice energy conservation approaches for schools linked to educational 
programmes throughout Europe. 

 
Expected results  
The obtained outcomes of the project have been:  

- a cross country analysis of barriers for the implementation of energy saving 
measures and best practice solutions;  

- Energy audits of more than 90 school buildings have been performed;  
- Realisation of Action plans for all these schools and the first energy saving measures 
- A preliminary description of an European Best Practice Support Model for 

effectively supporting the implementation of energy saving measures in schools 
buildings;  

- A common educational approach for the schools in Europe;  
- Realisation of educational programmes in schools;  

In the longer term the project Check it Out! will contribute to: 
·  Catalyze and accelerate an effective implementation of energy saving measures in existing 

school buildings within the EU resulting in improved energy performance of existing 
schools across the EU;  

·  Improved comprehension of the potential for energy savings in existing buildings, in 
general. 

 
 
 
Fur further information please visit the web site:  
http://www.check-it-out.eu/ 
 

5. �
News from Europe  

 
5.1 The European Commission has launched the new Energy Forum for Citizens: more choice 
and better prices for energy consumers in EU 
 
The objective of the Forum is to face the problems affecting the European consumers and to suggest 
practical solutions for ensuring that the European consumer rights are respected in the practice. The 
Forum gather consumers national organizations, the industry, the national regulation authorities and 
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governmental authorities in order to deal with key issues like the shift from one energy supplier to 
one other, the user-friendly invoicing and the protection of vulnerable groups.  
The web of the European Commission campaign for consumers and for the opening of energy 
markets is:  
http://www.agathepower.eu 
 
 
5.2 Recast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive 
Buildings are at the core of the European Union's prosperity. They are important to achieve EU's 
energy savings targets and to combat climate change whilst contributing to energy security. An 
enormous unrealized savings potential lies dormant in buildings. The recast of the Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive (2002/91/EC) will activate this, also boosting sustainable 
investments and job creation, often in SMEs, across Europe. More energy efficient buildings 
provide better living conditions and save money to all citizens. The estimated impact of the recast is 
energy savings of 60-80 Mtoe in 2020 or the total EU energy consumption will be reduced by 5-6%. 
Member States will develop plans for increased numbers of low or zero energy and carbon 
buildings, such as passive houses. The public sector should show a leading example investing in 
such buildings.  
The Commission will continue to help Member States implementing this Directive, like with the 
information service "Buildings Platform". In 2009, the Commission will launch a major “Build-up” 
initiative to increase the awareness of the whole chain from authorities, to construction industry and 
citizens on the saving opportunities. New financing schemes are introduced to overcome investment 
barriers. 
 
Source: Rapid, European Commission 
 
For more information:  
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/693&format=HTML&aged=0
&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 
�

�

�
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sole responsibility for the content of this publication lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of the European Communities. The authors and the European Commission are not responsible 

for any use that may be made of the information contained therein. 
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